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Selendy Gay has joined the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights in a milestone civil rights lawsuit that 
seeks to protect our nation’s democracy, the rule of law, and our electoral process. In the complaint, 
which was filed in August 2021, eight veteran U.S. Capitol Police officers seek to hold then-President 
Donald Trump and several extremist groups responsible for the January 6, 2021 assault on the United 
States Capitol. In addition to naming Trump in his personal capacity, the suit also names the Trump 
Campaign, Roger Stone, the Proud Boys, the Oath Keepers, and Stop the Steal among the defendants.

“More than one year after the January 6 riots at the Capitol, there continues in this country a movement 
that threatens to undermine democracy and the rule of law,” said Selendy Gay partner Faith Gay.  “We 
are proud to support the Capitol Police and the Lawyers Committee in this action, which we believe will 
secure justice for those who repelled attacks on our democracy and shield our nation from further threats 
to the very principles on which it was founded.”

“The violent insurrection on the Capitol was an attack on democracy itself.  Our clients and partners 
understand that defending that democracy requires holding the perpetrators and co-conspirators of the 
insurrection accountable to the full extent of the law,” said Damon Hewitt, president and executive director
of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. “Adding the immense talents of the attorneys at 
Selendy Gay to our legal team will bring us closer to reaching that goal.”

Added Selendy Gay partner Joshua Margolin:  “The parties responsible for January 6 riots must be held 
accountable by the very system they attempted to violently overturn, helping to ensure this never happens
again.” The firm is participating in the lawsuit on a pro bono basis.

The lawsuit alleges that, on January 6, 2021, Trump and the other defendants issued false claims of 
election fraud, among other lies, that culminated in riots at and attacks on the U.S. Capitol and the police 
officers defending the site. As a direct result of the defendants’ actions, the eight plaintiffs, in executing 
their responsibilities and fulfilling their commitment to their country, experienced extreme physical and 
psychological assaults.

The case, Smith et. al. v. Trump et. al. was filed in August 2021 in U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. 

The Lawyers’ Committee press release is here.
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https://www.lawyerscommittee.org/capitol-police-officers-file-civil-rights-lawsuit-to-hold-trump-militant-groups-accountable-for-jan-6-capitol-attack/
https://www.selendygay.com/people/joshua-margolin
https://www.selendygay.com/people/faith-gay
https://www.lawyerscommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/089-Amended-Complaint-Redacted.pdf

